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Key Concepts 
Empire Monarchy 

The name for a group of countries ruled 
by a single person, government or country. 
The word comes from a Latin word, 
imperium, meaning government or rule. 
The British Empire expanded during the 
Victorian era and was the largest the 
world had ever seen by 1901. 

A monarchy is a form of government 
that has a single person known as a 
monarch at its head. Monarchs use 
such titles as king, queen, emperor, or 
empress. Queen Victoria was queen for 
63 years and inherited the role from 
her uncle, as he had no children. 

Linking Thinking Across Our Learning Journey 
Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

All About Me – 
significant events 

Super Me - 
Achievements, 
birthdays and 

festivals 

Ancient Egypt 
(Changemakers 
through Time 
from 2023) 

 

The Victorians 
 

1837-1901 

The Ancient 
Greeks 
circa 

700-480BC 

The Romans 
 

circa 
753 BC–476 AD 

Traders and 
Raiders 

 
410 – 1066AD 

World War Two 
 

1939-1945 

Key Knowledge 
To understand the chronology of the Victorian era and why Queen 
Victoria is remembered as a significant individual. 
 
To explore how people of different backgrounds lived in the 
Victorian era. 
 
To discover what our local area was like in Victorian times, 
comparing similarities and differences to modern Camden. 
 
To study sources to build a picture of key events such as the 
Industrial Revolution and figures such as Charles Dickens. 
 

Being A Historian 
- build an awareness of the past and the passing of time 

 
- notice similarities and differences between ways of life in different 

periods 
 

- build chronological awareness  
 

- ask and answer historical questions 
 

- use sources and stories to understand how we find out about the past 

Queen Victoria 
born 1819, reigned 

1837-1901 

Prince 
Albert  

1819-1861 

Charles 
Dickens 

1812 - 1870 



 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  
British Empire  Countries ruled by Britain; later became the Commonwealth.  

 
Empress The female ruler of an empire, or the wife of an emperor.  

 
Industrial 
Revolution  

The era of rapid and great change in industry and manufacturing 
with the growth of factories, beginning in the late 1700s. 
 

Invention The action of inventing something, typically a process or device. 
Monarch A sovereign head of state, eg: a king, queen, or emperor. 
Mourning  A state of sorrow after a death of a loved one. 
Ragged School  Charitable, free schools set up for poor children. 
Reign The length of time a king or queen rules.  

 
Social class  A division of a society based on social and economic status. 
Victorians  The name given to people who lived during Queen Victoria’s reign. 
Workhouse  Place where people (usually the very poor, young and elderly) were 

sent to live; they got food and a bed in return for work.  

The Great Exhibition 

1901 – Queen 
Victoria dies aged 

81 

1819 – Victoria is 
born (but called 
Alexandrina) 

The British Empire in 1901 

1837 – Victoria 
becomes Queen 

aged 18. 

1839– Victoria marries 
her cousin Albert of 

Saxe- Coburg and Gotha 

1840-1857 -
Victoria and Albert 

have 9 children 

1861 – Albert dies 
from Typhoid 

1877 – Victoria is 
named Empress of 

India 

The Industrial Revolution 

Ragged School 

Penny Farthing 

Victorians at the seaside Kentish Town Piano Factory 
Victorian servants 


