
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grasslands 

A quarter of the earth is covered in 
grasslands. 

Grasslands do not receive enough rainfall for 
trees to grow but more than a desert. 

There are grasslands on every continent 
except Antarctica. 

Grazing animals like zebras, buffalo and 
antelope have to migrate, often over large 
distances, to find new grass to eat. 

Grass is an extremely important crop to many 
animals.  Rice, wheat and pop corn all come 
from grass!  

Bamboo is the tallest growing grass (up to 
30m) and can be used as a building material! 

Raffia can be woven together to make 
different kinds of craft such as baskets and 
bowls. 

Deserts  

Hot deserts are found near the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn.  Normally they are 
found inland away from the sea. 

There are areas that receive extremely low 
amounts of rain (less than 40cm a year). 

Around one third of the Earth's surface is 
covered in deserts. 

The Antarctic is called a ‘cold desert’. 

The plants and animals which live in the 
deserts have special adaptations which 
allow them to live in very dry conditions.  
For example – cactus have spikes instead of 
leaves so they don’t lose as much water. 



 

 

 

 

 

Rainforests 

The major rainforests are near to the 
equator. 

The Amazon rainforest is the largest in 
the world. 

Rainforests are known as the lungs of the 
earth because they produce much of the 
oxygen needed for life. 

Only about 6% of the earth’s surface is 
covered by rainforest but over half of all 
the world’s animal and plant species live 
there. 

Rainforests get at least 250cm of rain a 
year! 

Unfortunately, much of the rainforest is 
being cut down which is meaning that 
animals are losing their habitats. 

Polar Regions 

The polar regions are located at the very north 
(Arctic) and south (Antarctic) of the globe. 

Antarctica (in the south) is the coldest, windiest 
and driest continent on earth. 

It is so cold that trees can’t grow there. 

Animals who live in Polar Regions have adapted by 
having thick fur or feathers, and hunting fish or 
each other rather than relying on plants for food. 

A common misconception is that penguins and 
polar bears live in the same place.  This isn’t true.  
Penguins live in the southern hemisphere and polar 
bears in the northern hemisphere so they would 
never meet! 

Global warming is changing the polar habitats, 
especially the Arctic.  That means animals like the 
polar bear and arctic fox are becoming 
endangered. 

Key Vocabulary 

Biome – A  large region of Earth that has a certain climate 
and certain types of living things. 

Cornice - overhanging snow at the edge of a mountain. 

Crevasse – A crevasse is a deep crack found in an ice sheet 
or glacier. 

Deforestation – Deforestation is the clearing, or cutting 
down, of forests.  

Equator – The Equator is an imaginary circle around Earth. 
It divides Earth into two equal parts: the Northern 
Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere 

Global Warming – The average surface temperature on 
Earth is slowly increasing. This trend is known as global 
warming. 

Habitat – The natural home or environment of a plant or 
animal. 

Mountains – A mountain is a landform that rises high 
above its surroundings. Taller than a hill, it usually has 
steep slopes and a rounded or sharp peak 

Latitude - A measurement on a globe or map of location 
north or south of the Equator. 

Longitude - A measurement of location east or west of the 
prime meridian at Greenwich. 

Tropics – The region of Earth’s surface that is closest to 
the Equator is called the tropics. Two imaginary lines that 
circle the globe mark the boundaries of the tropics. The line 
called the Tropic of Cancer marks the northern edge. The 


