
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Worms 

 Earthworms are both female and male. 
 Earthworms have a mouth at their front end, 

but there is no real head and earthworms have 
no eyes, ears or nose. 

 They prefer the soft, rich, undisturbed ground 
under lawns, meadows and other grasslands.  

 Their bodies are not totally smooth.  On every 
segment, except the first and last, there four 
pairs of tiny bristles sticking out. Their bodies are 
not totally smooth.  

Ladybirds 

 They are part of the beetle family. 
 There are 46 types of ladybirds in the UK.  
 These much loved critters are also known as lady 

beetles or ladybugs, and in many cultures they’re 
considered good luck.  

 They eat lots of aphids (greenfly). 
 The ladybird’s bright colours act as an important 

defence mechanism, warning animals they’d best not 
eat them. When threatened, the bugs secrete an oily, 
foul-tasting, yellow fluid from joints in their legs. 

 Harlequin ladybirds were introduced into mainland 
Europe from Asia, to control plant pests. They 
appeared in Britain in 2004, and seem able to thrive 
here, possibly outcompeting some native ladybird 
species. 

 Many species are named after a number of spots. 2-
spot, 7-spot and 10-spot ladybirds are all common. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insect Decline 

The numbers of many species of insects are in 
decline. Three quarters of butterfly species - 
such as the painted lady have shown 
dramatic reductions in numbers.  The V-moth 
recorded a 99% fall in numbers between 
1968 and 2007 and is now threatened with 
extinction. 

Why is this happening? 

Intensively farmed wheat and cornfields 
support virtually no insect life and the 
pesticides used on these crops can harm 
insects. 

Expansion of cities – building on woods and 
heaths reduce habitat and generates light 
pollution that leads nocturnal insects astray 
and interrupts their mating 

Why are insects important? 

Many insects play a vital role in plant 
pollination.  Animals eat insects, so they are 
an important part of the food chain. 

Snails 

 Snails are male and female. 
 The majority of snails are herbivores 

eating vegetation such as leaves, stems 
and flowers. 

 Most snail species have a ribbon-like 
tongue called a radula that contains 
thousands of microscopic teeth. The 
radula works like a file, ripping food up 
into tiny pieces. 

 A snails’ eyes are located at the ends of 
the two upper (longer) tentacles. 

 As they move along snails leave behind 
a trail of mucus which acts as a lubricant 
to reduce surface friction 

 The lower tentacles (which are on either 
side of the mouth) stretch out in front of 
the snail as it moves. These tentacles 
have olfactory neurons (smell/taste 
receptors) at their tips, enabling the snail 
its sense of smell/taste so that it can find 
food. 

Key Vocabulary 

Antennae – One of a pair of long, thin 
body parts on the head of insects, crabs, 
and other animals. Antennae are used to 
feel and smell. 

Cocoon – A covering or case made by 
some animals to protect themselves or 
their young as they develop into adults. 
Moths, some butterflies, earthworms, and 
leeches make cocoons. 

Detritivore – A detritivore (also known as a 
decomposer) is an animal that feeds on 
dead things and breaks them down. 

Exoskeleton  –  A hard covering that 
supports and protects the bodies of some 
types of animals. The word exoskeleton 
means “outside skeleton.” 

Invasive species - Organisms that are not 
native and has negative effects on native 
organisms. 

Invertebrate – An animal without a 
backbone. 

Larva/Larvae – An early form of any animal 
(such as a frog) that at birth or hatching is 
very different from its parent 

Native species – An organism which 
occurs naturally in a particular region.   

Organism – A living thing. 

Pollination – The process through which 
plants reproduce. 


