
 C        EP Collectable – Human Planet 
Key Vocabulary: 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle: imaginary line/circle about 66.5° north and 66.5° south of the Equator.  
Biome: a large region of Earth that has a certain climate and specific animals and plants. 
Climate: generally prevailing weather conditions of a region. 
Consumer: person who buys goods or services. 
Country of origin: country where items were made.  
Desert: biomes that receive an average annual precipitation of less than 250 mm. 
Equator: imaginary line/circle of latitude around the Earth, midway between North and South Poles, dividing 
the Earth into Northern and Southern Hemispheres. The Equator lies at 0° latitude.  
Export: send goods to another country for sale. 
Fair trade: trade where producers are paid a fair price for their goods. 
Grasslands: are found in tropical, subtropical, and temperate regions and typically occupy regions between forests and deserts. 
Import: bring goods into a country for sale. 
Industry: group of businesses that provide a particular product or service. 
Lines of latitude: imaginary parallel lines/circles, horizontal to the Equator, that never meet, and get smaller towards the Poles. 
Lines of longitude: imaginary north-to-south lines/ circles, meeting at the North and South Poles to make segments. They are all the same length from pole to pole. 
Northern and Southern Hemisphere: halves of the Earth north and south of the Equator. 
North and South Pole: points where the northern and southern ends of the Earth’s axis of rotation meets the Earth’s surface. 
Population and population density: The total inhabitants of a particular place and the number of people per km². 
Prime Meridian: imaginary line/circle passing through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich, London, marking 0° longitude. 
Producer: person or business that makes or grows goods for sale. 
Raw material: basic material from which a product is made. 
Recycled: waste item converted into a reusable item or material. 
Savannah: a biome characterized by coarse grasses and scattered tree growth, especially on the margins of the tropics where the rainfall is seasonal. 
Sustainable:  not harmful to the environment or depleting natural resources, supporting long-term ecological balance. 
Taiga: biomes with mainly coniferous forests.  
Temperate: regions characterised by moderate temperatures, weather, or climate; neither hot nor cold. 
Time zone: area between lines of longitude following a standard time. 
Trade: buying or selling goods or services. 
Tropical: regions, located just north and south of the equator, that are known for being warm and humid. 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn: imaginary line/circle about 23.5° north and 23.5° south of the Equator. 
Tundra: treeless biomes found in the Arctic and at high altitudes, where the climate is cold and windy and rainfall is scant. 
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What is climate? Why is it important? 
The weather changes in different parts of the world. Where there are similar weather patterns this is known as a climate. 
Some of the coldest temperatures in the world are found at our poles, while temperate climates are found further south, 
and as you approach the equator you also find Mediterranean, tropical and desert climates. The climate of an area dictates 
the animals and plants that can survive and we call an area with a similar ecosystem of plants and animals a ‘biome’.  

What is our food’s journey ‘from farm to fork’? 
Food often travels thousands of miles from where it is produced to where it is eaten. We will visit Wick Court farm and 
discover how some animals and plants are farmed in the UK first-hand as farmers! We calculate the distance food 
travels in ‘food miles’. Lots of ‘food miles’ can have a negative impact on our planet due to fuel consumption and 
production of greenhouse gases. Eating locally grown food during the season is it available can help to reduce 
unnecessary food miles.  
 
What is Fair Trade and why is it important ? 
Fair Trade is about better prices, decent working conditions, local sustainability, and fair terms of trade for farmers 
and workers in the developing world. By requiring companies to pay sustainable prices (which must never fall lower than 
the market price), Fair Trade addresses injustice against the poorest, weakest producers.  

What is the impact of plastics pollution on our environment and how can we address this issue? 
Each year, 400 million tonnes of plastic is produced and 40% of that is single-use - plastic we'll only use 
once before it's binned. That means a lot of plastic ends up being buried in landfill or, unfortunately , 
finding its way into the natural environment. More than eight million tonnes of plastic enters the world's 
oceans each year.  
 
We can help to reduce plastics pollution by; rethinking our lifestyle choices involving plastics, refusing 
single-use plastic in shops and restaurants, reducing the amount of plastic we personally use, 
reusing, repairing and recycling plastic wherever possible. 
 


