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While on board the 
HMS Beagle, Darwin 
began to explore why 

different finches’ beaks 
seemed well adapted for 

their diet. 

Key Vocabulary 
Adaptation the process of change by which an organism or species becomes better suited to 

its environment. 
Ancestor a person (or animal) from whom one is descended. 

Body Fossil a fossil formed from the remains of a dead animal or plant. 

Breeding the mating and production of offspring by animals. 

Characteristics a feature or quality belonging typically to a person, place, or thing. 

Chromosome a threadlike structure found in the nucleus of most living cells, carrying genetic 
information in the form of genes. 

DNA deoxyribonucleic acid – the carrier of genetic information in every living thing. 

Environment the surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives 

Evolution the process by which different kinds of living organism are believed to have 
developed from earlier forms. 

Fossil the remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal embedded in rock and 
preserved in petrified form. 

Fossilisation the process by which fossils occur 

Genes a part of the DNA in a cell that controls the physical development, behaviour, 
etc. of an individual plant or animal and is passed on from its parents 

Habitat the natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism. 

Homo Sapiens the primate species to which modern humans belong 

Inherit derive (a quality, characteristic, or predisposition) genetically from one's 
parents or ancestors. 

Offspring a person or animal’s young. 

Natural Selection the process whereby organisms better adapted to their environment tend to 
survive and produce more offspring. 

Reproduction the production of offspring by all living things. 

Selective Breeding the process of choosing only plants and animals with desirable characteristics to 
reproduce. 

Species a group of living organisms consisting of similar individuals capable of breeding 
together. 

Theory an idea used to account for a situation or justify a course of action. 

Trace Fossil a fossil of a footprint, trail, burrow, or other trace of an animal rather than of 
the animal itself. 

Variety difference or diversity, particularly seen across all living things. 



 


